
 
 

2004 Washington State Recycling Survey 
 
January 20, 2005 
 
 
Dear Survey Recipient: 
 
Accurate, reliable data from the recycling survey benefits all of us in the industry.  The only way to get this 
information in Washington State is through the annual recycling survey completed by companies and agencies like 
yours. 
 
The information generated from the annual survey is valuable in maintaining support for recycling, in demonstrating 
the progress and success of recycling in Washington's homes and businesses and in planning solid waste and 
recycling services in local jurisdictions. 
 
Ecology is continuing to collect information on materials outside the scope of traditional Municipal Solid Waste 
(such as Construction and Demolition materials) or materials managed in a manner that does not meet the state's 
definition of recycling (such as the burning of used oil for energy recovery or heat).  This tonnage will not be 
included in the state's recycling rate but will be reported as a separate diverted tonnage.  If you collected these 
types of materials, and they did not go to disposal, please report them.  Write the name of the material and include 
a description if necessary along with the county of origin and how many tons were collected. 
 
Enclosed is a complete set of forms for the annual recycling survey.  Please complete and return them to 
Ecology by March 31, 2005.  On the back of each form is a business reply mailer for your convenience.    
 
The instructions and forms for the recycling survey are also available on the World Wide Web, at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/ecy040166.html.  You may print a paper copy and return it by mail to Ecology.  If you 
would like an electronic version of the form (in Microsoft Word) please let me know.  When completing the form in 
either format, please be sure to include your company’s ID number, available on your original mailing label or 
form, or by contacting Gretchen Newman at the phone number or e-mail below.     
 
If have any questions please call the recycling survey coordinator, Gretchen Newman, at (360) 407-6097, or e-
mail gnew461@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cullen D. Stephenson, Manager 
Solid Waste & Financial Assistance Program 
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Who should fill out the recycling survey form? 
 
You are requested to complete the 2004 recycling survey if you collected recyclable material from the 
state of Washington anytime during the calendar year 2004.  This applies to material handled at the initial 
collection point, and in some cases, beyond the initial collection point.  If you have not handled material 
that is intended for recycling or diversion from landfill disposal during 2004, please indicate that 
on the survey form and return it to us.  If you have questions about whether this applies to your 
firm, please contact Gretchen Newman at (360) 407-6097, e-mail gnew461@ecy.wa.gov.  The list of 
possible survey respondents includes but is not limited to: curbside collectors, buy back centers, county 
and city utilities, scrap metal collectors, brokers, commercial and industrial collectors, oil collectors and 
processors, tire retreaders and energy recovery facilities.   

Instructions for completing the forms 
 
Begin by reviewing the Handler Identification Information - add any information that is incomplete and 
change any information that is outdated or incorrect.   
 
Continue through the sections of the form, completing the requested information.  Review the updated 
Material Type Definitions for the materials you will be reporting. 
 
You may choose to use the materials form (listing 27 material types) OR the county form (listing all 
Washington counties and the City of Seattle).  When using the materials form to report materials for 
more than one county, please photocopy the form, listing tonnage for different counties on separate 
sheets.  For the materials form, list materials originating in the City of Seattle on a separate sheet.  
When using the county form, please photocopy the form for reporting collection of multiple materials.  
Please include information for the City of Seattle separately.  It is not necessary to use both forms.  
They are both provided as a convenience - you may choose the form that best accommodates your 
information. 
  
The section entitled General Information about the Recycling Survey is included to help answer some 
general questions about the history of recycling measurement in Washington.   
 
Please report all quantities in tons - the section entitled General Measurement Standards and 
Reporting Guidelines is provided to help with volume to weight conversions.  
 
The completed forms should be returned to the Department of Ecology by March 31, 2005.  You may call 
or e-mail Gretchen Newman at (360) 407-6097, e-mail gnew461@ecy.wa.gov if you need any 
assistance in preparing your 2004 recycling form. 
 
Please put your form(s) with the business reply mailer (taped, not stapled), then send to: 
 
Solid Waste & Financial Assistance Program 
Department of Ecology 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
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Handler Identification 
 
Please change information that is outdated, incorrect, or incomplete. 
Business Name Agency ID Number 

Contact person Title 

Telephone FAX 

Mailing Address Location Address (if different) 

City City 

State ZIP+4 State ZIP+4 

 

Did you operate in 2004? Yes If yes, proceed with completing form.  

No   If no, answer the following questions, sign, date and return. 
     When did you stop operations? _____________________________________________  

               Do you plan to restart? No Yes When?______________________________  
  
Prepared by: ______________________________________________________   Date:  ____________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Ecology does not publish individual company reports.  Information collected on this survey will be 
aggregated by materials reported for the entire state.  If your firm desires confidentiality in the event of a 
public request for information, please refer to the procedure below.  
 
Chapter 43.21A.160 RCW states:  “Whenever any records or other information furnished under the 
authority of this chapter to the director, the department, or any division of the department…  ... may affect 
adversely the competitive position of such owner or operator if released to the public or to a competitor, 
the owner or operator of such processes or production may so certify, and request that such information 
or records be made available only for the confidential use of the director, the department, or the 
appropriate division of the department.”  The director will review the request, and if doing so would not be 
detrimental to the public interest and is otherwise within accord with the policies and purposes of the 
RCW, may grant the confidentiality.  
 
If you want to request confidentiality of your firm’s recycling survey forms for 2004, please write a letter to 
the director of the Department of Ecology explaining how, if the information was released, it could 
adversely affect your business.  The letter should be addressed to:  Linda Hoffman, Director, Department 
of Ecology, PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA  98504-7600. 

 
 
 

 
 

Ecology is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Material Type Definitions 
Please note:  some categories have two or more material definitions that apply. 

1. Newspaper Black and white newspaper, shredded newsprint, and including other paper normally 
distributed inside a newspaper such as colored advertisements, comics, flyers, tabloids. 

2. Corrugated Paper Brown uncoated “cardboard” boxes with a wavy core and uncontaminated (no plastic 
liners or wax coating), brown paper bags. 

3. High Grade Paper Computer paper, white bond, Xerox, or notebook paper.  Some colored paper. 
4. Mixed Waste Paper All other potentially recyclable paper, such as envelopes, telephone books, paperback 

books, cereal boxes, laundry soap boxes; all magazines. 
5. Aluminum Cans Aluminum beverage cans. 
6. Tin Cans Tin-plated steel cans, usually food containers. 
7. Ferrous Metals Magnetic metal items such as steel clothes hangers, sheet metal products, pipes, some 

automobile repair parts, auto bodies, and other miscellaneous, magnetic metal scraps. 
8. Non-Ferrous Metals Copper tubing, brass fixtures, insulated wire, small auto repair parts such as generators, 

water pumps.  Aluminum other than beverage cans. 
9. Appliances(White Goods) Appliances, hot water heaters, microwave ovens. 
10. Electronics or Computers Small electronic items, including computers, printers, and all related parts. 
11. Container Glass Food, beverage, and other glass containers; excluding refillable bottles. 
12. PET Plastics (#1) Polyethylene terephthalate–clear and colored beverage containers made from PET; 

coded (#1). 
13. HDPE Plastics (#2) High-density polyethylene–clear and colored beverage containers made from PET; coded 

(#1) 
14. LDPE Plastics (#4) Low-density polyethylene–includes mustard and some other squeezable containers; 

coded (#4).  Also includes plastic bags and wrap. 
15. Other Recyclable  
       Plastics 

All other plastics; recyclable plastics not included above. 

16. Vehicle Batteries Automobile, truck, boat, motorcycle batteries; excludes industrial batteries. 
17. Household Batteries Ni-cad, flashlight, button batteries. 
18. Tires Automobile, truck, and bicycle tires.  Please specify if the tires are re-treaded, reused, 

recycled or burned for energy.  
19. Used Oil Automotive oil.  Please indicate if oil is re-refined/recycled or burned for energy recovery 

or heat. 
20. Yard Waste Grass clippings, leaves, tree prunings, and weeds destined for centralized composting. 
21. Food Waste Food preparation wastes, food scraps, spoiled food. 
22. Wood Waste Pallets, scrap lumber, wood toys, fencing, crates.  Please specify if wood is recycled or 

burned for energy recovery. 
23. Construction or   
      Demolition Debris 

Mixed material generated as a result of a construction or demolition operation, including 
toilets, sinks, rock, brick, fiberglass insulation, roofing waste and combination materials; 
Please exclude the following materials if they can be separated from this data: asphalt, 
concrete, metals, wood, carpet and gypsum. 

24. Land Clearing Debris Stumps, brush, and limbs from non-residential locations.  Please specify use of the 
material (chipped for mulch, burned for energy, etc.). 

25. Asphalt and/or Concrete Asphalt paving material and/or cement, concrete blocks, and similar wastes. 
26. Textiles Clothing and apparel, shop rags, blankets. 
27.  Other Wastes: Please specify under material description or in the space at the bottom of the form, 

describing material type.  Can include (but not limited to): 
• Gypsum Drywall 
• Carpet and padding 
• Antifreeze 
• Oil Filters 
• Rubber Materials 
• Milk Cartons/Drink Boxes, “Tetra” or aseptic packaging. 
• Fluorescent light bulbs 
• Photographic Films 
• Rendering 
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Please photocopy this form when completing it for multiple counties – OR - if you collect one or few materials in 
multiple counties, you may instead use the county form, on the next page.  It is not necessary to use both forms. 

For questions on this form, please contact:  Gretchen Newman, (360) 407-6097 or gnew461@ecy.wa.gov.  
When complete, please mail to:  Dept. of Ecology, SWFAP, PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA  98504-7600 

County of Origin: 
 

Total Tons: Agency 
ID Code: 

Material 
 

Material Description 
(if needed) 

Tons or percent 
Commercial 

Tons or percent 
Residential 

Total Tons from County or 
Percent of Total Tons 

1. Newspaper     

2. Corrugated Paper     

3. High-Grade Paper     

4. Mixed Waste Paper     

5. Aluminum Cans     

6. Tin Cans     

7. Ferrous Metals (iron, steel)     

8. Nonferrous Metals   
    (excluding aluminum cans) 

    

9. Appliances (white goods)     

10. Electronics or Computers     

11. Container Glass      

12. PET Plastics     

13. HDPE Plastics     

14. LDPE Plastics     

15. Other Recyclable Plastics 
      (please specify type) 

    

16. Vehicle Batteries     

17. Household Batteries     

18. Tires     

19. Used Oil     

20. Yard debris (destined for 
      centralized composting) 

    

21. Food Waste     

22. Wood Waste     

23. Construction or 
Demolition 

    

24. Land clearing debris     

25. Asphalt or Concrete 
      (please specify) 

    

26. Textiles (rags, clothing)     

27. Other Wastes   
(please specify) 

    

Total tons  DDDDDD  DDDDDD    

     K  (must = Commercial + 
            Residential or 100%)   
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Please photocopy this form when completing it for multiple materials – OR - if you collect from one or few counties, you may instead use the 

material form, on the previous page.  It is not necessary to use both forms.  Please complete the city section at the bottom. 

Material Handled: 
Description: Total Tons: Agency 

ID Code: 
County Comments Tons or percent 

commercial 
Tons or percent 

residential 
Total tons from County  
or Percent of Total Tons 

Adams     

Asotin     

Benton     

Chelan     

Clallam     

Clark     

Columbia     

Cowlitz     

Douglas     

Ferry     

Franklin     

Garfield     

Grant     

Grays Harbor     

Island     

Jefferson     

King     

Kitsap     

Kittitas     

Klickitat     

Lewis     

Lincoln     

Mason     

Okanogan     

Pacific     

Pend Oreille     

Pierce     

San Juan     

Skagit     

Skamania     

Snohomish     

Spokane     

Stevens     

Thurston     

Wahkiakum     

Walla Walla     

Whatcom     

Whitman     

Yakima     

Out of State     

Total Tons or 100% DDDDDD    
CITY SECTION   (Please complete for materials collected in Seattle.  Include Seattle tonnage in  King County above. 

Seattle     
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